
TIPS FOR PLANNING
YOUR ELOPEMENT 

Hi  there!  
Y o u  h a v e  d e c ided  to  e lope.  Go o d for  y ou.  You won't  regret  i t .  
D e c id i n g t o  e lop e  is  t h e  f i rst  step.  However,  there  is  so  muc h

m o r e  th at  g o e s  in to  p l a nning th at  you may not  have c onsidered.  I
c r e a t e d  t h is  gu i d e  to  do ju st  that .  B E A  GUIDE.  Planning an

e lo p e m e n t  is  a  s tr a n g e wi lderness,  and you dont  have to  walk
alone.  

xo-  vanessa
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You probably  chose to  e lope for  several  reasons.  Your  love story
is  wi ld  and adventurous,  and you need your  wedding day to

celebrate  that .  Or ,  you are  uncomfortable  when al l  eyes  are  on
you for  too long.  You want  to  focus  on the people  that  matter ,

you,  your  partner ,  and the c losest  people  in  your  l ives.  
 

The f i rst  step is  f igur ing out  roughly  when and where  you want
to  elope.  Do you want  a  fa l l - t ime elopement  on a  mountainside

in  NC? Do you want  a  spr ing elopement  of f  the  coast  of  Santa
Monica?  Gett ing comfortable  and speci f ic  with  what  your  v is ion

of  the  day is  wi l l  help  you start  planning.  
 

T h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  c rucia l  step is  to  b egin  looking for  a
p h o to g r a p h e r .  A n  e lo p em ent  photographer  can help  you f i l ter
t h r o u g h  p e rm its ,  A i r b nb  loc at io ns,  and t imel ines-  a long with

c ap t u r in g  th e m o s t  beauti ful  memories  in  your  l i fe .  

GETTING STARTED  
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D e c i d in g  o n  a  lo c a t i o n  c a n  b e  the most
d a u n t in g  t a s k .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n  o f f ic iant  and
t w o  w it n e s se s  p r e s e n t,  y o u  c a n  get  marr ied
a n y w h e r e .  
I  h e l p  a l l  o f  m y  e lo p e m e n t  c o u p les  pick
l o c a t io n s ,  a n d  th e n  w e  m a k e  a  l ocat ion
s c o u t i n g  t r i p .  

I  w a n t e d  t o  g iv e  s o m e  s u g g e s t i ons  on things
t o  c o n s id e r  w h e n  p l a n n in g  w h e re  you wi l l
e l o p e .  T h e  f i r s t  b e i n g ,  h o w  f a r  are  you wi l l ing
t o  t r a v e l ?  D o  y o u  w a n t  a  lo c a l  e lopement  in
y o u r  g r a n d p a r e nt' s  b a c k y a r d ,  o r  do you want
t o  s t a n d  o n  t h e  b e a c h  i n  t h e  C ar ibb ean hand
in  h a n d  w i t h  yo u r  l o v e r .  

A n o t h e r  th in g  to  c o n s id e r  i s  m obi l i ty  and
f i t n e s s  le v e l .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y epic  hikes
a n d  s c e n i c  l oc a t i o n s  o u t  t h e r e ,  most  of  them
r e q u i r e  s o m e  e f f o r t .  C o n s i d e r  i f  you or
a n y o n e  i n  y o u r  p a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e di f f iculty  in
t h e  h i k e  b e f o r e  p i c k i n g  th a t  lo c at ion.
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WHERE
You can get married anywhere under the sun. 

Tell me what
it is you plan
to do with
your one wild
and precious
life?
-Mary Oliver 
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DECIDING YOUR NON-
NEGOTIOABLES
I have arranged some questions I want you to ask yourself to discover your elopement's
important moments. 

E lopement  is  20  people  or  less .  W ho
are  the most  v i tal  people  yo u need by
you r  s ide  at  th at  moment?  

Who needs to
be there?

E l o p e m e n t s  a r e  j u s t  a s  i m pre ss ive  as
l a r g e  w e d d in g s.  T h e y  m a y  no t  come
w i th  th e  sa m e  p r ic e  t a g ,  b ut  Airbnb,
f o r m alw e ar ,  p e r m its ,  a n d  photography
a r e  s t i l l  c r u c i al  c o s ts  t o  f a ctor  into  the
e l o p e m e nt  b u d g e t.  

Are  you  p lanning  to  e lop e on th e
Carol ina  beac h in  three months,  or  are
you  planning a  dest inat ion elo pement
in  Aru ba next  summe r?  Kn owing your
t imeframe wi l l  help  you  space out  the
required planning step s  appr opriately .  

What i s  your
budget?

What i s  your
t imeframe?
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W in t er  P e rks :  le s s  c r owded tra i ls ,  snow,  coz y  snuggles

E a r ly - spri n g  le ss  c r owded,  b looming  f lo wer s,  warmer  temps.

Sp r i n g  w ar m e r ,  t on s  of  f lower s,  ever y thing is  more green

E a r ly  S u m m e r  h o t t e r ,  longer  day s,  ep ic  sunsets

Su m m e r  e v e r y t h in g  is  open,  s ta r  g azing,  summer night  part ies

F a l l  c o o le r  te m p s ,  f a l l  leaves  colo r  changing,  epic  sunrises

La t e  F a ll  c o ld e r ,  le s s  crowd ed,  mor e c oc o and cuddl ing

WHEN?
Seasons will vary based on where your elopement will take place. The climate and season in New
Zealand are much different than in North Carolina. I am basing this part on the guide of NC's
seasonal patterns.
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PLANNING STEPS 
I laid out some simple steps you can take to plan your elopement efficiently. Hiring a
photographer and an elopement planner can take a lot of this planning weight off of you. 

1
D e c id e  w h a t
m o n t h  a n d

y e a r  y o u  w ant
to  e lo p e .

2
D e c id e  w h a t

y o u r  i d e a l
lo c at io n  f o r
e lo p ing  i s .

3
Find  a

photographer.

4
Decide i f  you

want  a  planner
or  to  D IY.

5
G o dress  and

suit  shopping,
or  dress/dre ss

suit/suit .

6
C o n f ir m  d a te
w i t h  f r ie n d s
a n d  f a m i ly

7
look  a t  A i r b nb /

h o t e l s

8
b ook Airbnb/

h ote l

9
Decide i f  you
wil l  have an
after  p arty

10
Cal l/  h ire

catere r  for
after  party

1 1
C a l l/ h i r e  a

c a k e  m a k e r

1 2
F in d  a

v id e o g r a p h e r

13
Find and hire  a

off ic iant/
preist

14
Write  you vows

15
G et  marr ied!

1 6
A  s h o r t  ta sk

d e ta i l

1 7
A  s h o rt  t as k

d e ta i l

18
A  short  task

detai l

19
A  short  task

detai l

20
A  short  task

detai l

2 1
A  s h o r t  ta sk

d e ta i l

2 2
A  s h o rt  t as k

d e ta i l

23
A  short  task

detai l

24
A  short  task

detai l

25
A  short  task

detai l

2 6
A  s h o r t  ta sk

d e ta i l

2 7
A  s h o rt  t as k

d e ta i l

28
A  short  task

detai l

29
A  short  task

detai l

30
A  short  task

detai l

These steps are going to look different for each couple. However, this guide is a great starting
guide to push you in the right direction of the planning process. I am always open and available
for questions (even if you aren't a photography couple of mine. Feel free to reach out to me so I
can help you along the way. Your elopement is going to be so perfect and hand-tailored to you. 

I dont want you to feel overwhelmed by the steps. Finding a photographer will help ease the
burden. Many have their recommendation list of vendors to hire and know where to find suitable
locations and afterparty/ reception.  The important thing to remember is that you are about to
marry the love of your life! Everything else will fall into place. 



I f  y o u  w an t  to  kn o w mo re about  the  exper ienc e,  I  craft
f o r  m y  e lo p e m en t  c ouple s  f i l l  out  the  contac t  form on
m y  w e b sit e  t o  ge t  in  tou ch.  I  would love to  talk  to  y ou

a n d  y o u r  b o o  a b o u t  making your  e lopement  the best
day ever .  

 
v anessavenable.com


